
“I never liked jazz music because jazz music doesn’t resolve. 
But sometimes you have to watch somebody love before you 
can love it yourself … I used to not like God because God didn’t 
resolve. But that was before any of this happened.”  

I borrowed this quote from the cover of Donald Miller’s book, 
Blue Like Jazz. I admit it is something of a tease, or an invita-
tion to come be part of an introduction to and study of spir-
itual disciplines, beginning Thursday, September 15 @ 
10:30am, in the FLC. If you are wondering what “before any 
of this happened” is you need to read Miller’s book. For our 
purposes studying the spiritual disciplines, Miller’s quote re-
minds us that we can’t objectively say we don’t like some-
thing we haven’t tried. So it is with spiritual disciplines. 

The moniker alone is enough to make one shy away from any 
study or engagement with “spiritual discipline.” It may sound boring and tedious and demanding. But I assure you it 
is anything but boring, tedious and demanding. It is in fact a practice which will lead us into the depths of God’s 
heart.  

In the 42nd Psalm, the psalmist writes, 
“Like a deer panting with thirst for flowing streams, 
my soul pants with longing for you, El Shaddai. 
My heart thirsts for the true and living God. 
When will I be able to see God’s face?” [vv1,2] 

“Deep calls to deep …” [v7a]. 

There is a depth expressed in the opening verses of this Psalm … panting, thirsting, longing … a need, a desire to be 
immersed in the depth of God’s heart. The psalmist identifies the depth of our being, that part created in the image 
of God, as the deep which calls out to the depth of love, which is the heart of God. Spiritual disciplines are “means” or 
“methods” (don’t like that term) to assist us in going deeper into the relationship God desires with us …  

I will be using Richard Foster’s Celebration of Discipline as the guiding text for this study. The book is not nec-
essary for the study. However, should you wish a copy we will provide one. Call the office and inform Jane you wish 
us to order a copy for you.  

I you are interested in participating in this study, and the morning time does not work in your schedule, 
please let me know … an evening study will be offered … 

I look forward to sharing this study with you, 
tom+ 



Everyone is welcome.  You don't have to be a Senior Citizen.   It’s just a 

good chance to get together, eat and have fellowship.   

We hope to see you there! 

FGUMC 2022   -   N.O.W. Backpack   -   Mission Opportunity 

Fairgrove Family Resource Center provides nutritious food for children to 
take home in a backpack over the weekends to four area schools, including Fair 
Grove Elementary. 

Our own church has sought to alleviate hunger through this program, 
providing backpacks for years, meeting the need of every single targeted child at 
Fair Grove School. We prayerfully hope to meet and exceed that goal.  $230 will 
feed a child every weekend for the entire school year.   
Any dollar amount is appreciated! 

o I would like to sponsor a child and donate $230 at this time.

o I would like to sponsor a child with a pledge to give the $230 total by Dec. 2022.

o I would like to give a general donation in the following amount to help:  _________

Is this Nutrition on Weekends Backpack given in honor or memory of someone? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Name, S.S. Class, or Group ______________________________________________ 

Make check payable to Fair Grove UMC.  On the memo line, write BACKPACK. 

Please include this form with your gift or pledge. 

Loving Children  through Missions at Fair Grove 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward them for what they have done.   Proverbs 19:17 (NIV) 

Project AGAPE Shoeboxes  
Fair Grove’s Christmas boxes will begin their 6000 mile journey this month.  Our love of children and our prayers will go 
along for these children and families who live in such utter poverty.  A final count will be reported after drop-off.   

N.O.W. Backpack 
Our compassion for children will also reach out to our own community, those who experience hunger.   Through the Nu-
trition on Weekends Backpack Program and the Fairgrove Family Resource Center, we strive to fulfill every need at Fair 
Grove Elementary School.   The Center packs each backpack with food for every targeted student for the school year.  The 
child takes it home from school each Friday, thus being assured of nutritious food all weekend.  If you are able and feel led, 
sponsorship of one child is $230, but a donation in any amount is wonderful!  Working together as individuals and groups, 
we can do it!  The donation form is in this newsletter, as well as available at the side entrance of the church.  

Weekly Gleaning 
Let’s remember to give food for the hungry.  A can of food or a non-perishable item will be so appreciated by someone 
with an empty cupboard.  

The church office will be closed on Monday, Sept. 5 for Labor Day. 
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August 24, 2022 
  
   
Dear Friends, 
 
As part of our church family, we want to issue you a special invitation to attend our Homecoming 
Service this year.  Our Homecoming will be observed on Sunday, September 18th with the 
inside worship service beginning at 11:00 a.m. with a luncheon in our Family Life Center 
immediately after the worship service. 
  
Our former minister, Rev. Nathan Snider, will be preaching.  During the worship service, we will 
remember in love and faith the following persons who have entered the church triumphant since 
last year’s Homecoming: 
 
 
   Mary Suggs                          October 6, 2021 
   Donald Dorsett                 December 12, 2021 
   Peggy Harvey                     January 20, 2022 
   Robert "Bobby" Reece    January 31, 2022 
   Lawrence Russell               February 2, 2022 
   Betty Jo Welborn               February 19, 2022 
   Morning Lopp                      March 7, 2022 
   Elizabeth Gallimore           April 21, 2022 
   Gray Harris                            May 4, 2022 
 
 
If you would like to make a special gift to the church, please make your check payable to Fair 
Grove UMC and note on the memo line where you want your gift to be used. In addition to our 
General Fund, special funds include Agape, Capital Improvement, Backpack Ministry, Missions 
and Community Ministry. 
 
We look forward to seeing you on this special day.  Your presence will add to the joy of our time 
together. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
Ashley Perdue, Chairperson           Thomas Jolly, Pastor 
Worship Ministries  
 
 
 
 
 
JBE/jbe 
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   3  Eric Bebber  
   3  Juanita Welborn 
   4  Alan Dorsett 
   5  Toni Nicholson 
   7  Aurelia Hampton 
   9  Tom Jolly 
   9  Helen Perdue 
 10  Margaret Cline 
 11  Roy Tucker 
 13  Haley Kennedy 

Heather Hardister 
Anne Lane, Carolyn’s daughter 
Elsiohn Stewart 
Charles Kennedy Jr. 
Paige Wimmer’s family 
Steve & Libby Blair’s daughter 
Bonnie, Gale Smith’s friend 
Pastor David & Sharon Noyes 
Pastor Tom & Jean 
Kellam Eanes & family 
Christine Gibbs’ mother 
Lucas Mayer 
Debbie Mayer-Matthews 
Judy Black 
David Lambeth 
Ron Smith 
Blanche Fritts 
Rusty Welch 
Bradley Park 
Troy Segers 
Randy & Vicky Teer  

Dennis Harrison  
Dot Russell 
Bill Lopp 
Sonny Russell  
Nan Day  
Sharon Sink 
Doug Everhart 
Margaret Cline 
Tom Scott and wife/caregiver Lynette 
Bobby Swaim 
Kevin Dodd 
Michael Emerick 
Our homeless friend and neighbor Jimmy 
Jean Widder 
Chad Blevins 
Evon Hughes 
Evelyn Parks, 1 year old 
Riley Honeycutt, 10 year old girl 
3 year old Lynix Nichols and family 

Nancy McAlpine  
Chuck Rivers 
Susan Jester 
Teresa Rhodes 
Fidel Goodnight 
Joe Bales III 
Leslie Rierson 
Kendall Conner 
Lucero Prieto 
Regan Sink/ SMA patients 
Kay Jenkins 
Lisa Foster 
Scarlett Merand, age 2 

  7    Rocky & Debbie Brooks 
  7    Todd & Darla Gallimore 
21    Tony & Deborah Brooks 
26    David & Gale Smith 

Please don’t forget to bring your Gleaning to church on Sundays.   
At this time Fairgrove Family Resource center is in need of hamburger helper, spaghetti 
sauce and fruit.   If you need to bring items during  the week, please call the office and let us 

know.  All items go to support the food pantry at  Fairgrove Family Resource Center.   
As always thank you for your continued support and faithfulness to Fair Grove Missions. 

On Saturday, August 20, eight of our women attended the Yadkin Valley District 
Annual Celebration in Rural Hall. The speaker reminded us to find our “JOY” and 
that sometimes our greatest joy is found in our most difficult journey. The morning 
was a very proud one for our church! Deb Brooks, who after serving eight plus 
years on the Executive Team, stepped down and Ashley Perdue was inducted as 

Treasurer for 2023. We are so proud of these women who are faithfully using their talents to serve God and our United 
Women in Faith!  Congratulations to both outstanding women! 

Be on the lookout for upcoming fundraisers this fall! We always appreciate your generous support of these events! 

Our Fair Grove United Women in Faith Executive Committee will meet on Sunday, September 11 @ 12:00 immediately 
after the worship service. 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 
Romans 15:23 

14  Matthew Barringer 
14  Christopher Barringer 
15  Phil Gibbs 
15  Emily Hill 
15  Austin Hill 
16  Margaret McCaskill 
18  Carol Hepler 
19  Dick Davis 
20  Christall McCaskill 
22  Brent Blair 
23  Paden Hall 
24  Marvine Myers 
26  Mark Everhart 
26  Sandra Workman 
28  Scott McCaskill 
28  Cathi Smith 
29  Emma Whitman 
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RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Fair Grove United Methodist Church 
138 Fairgrove Church Road, Thomasville, NC 27360 

www.fairgrovechurch.org 

Phone:  (336) 475-2598 Email:  fgumc@northstate.net 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:00am—1:00pm 

YOU 

FOR PERIOD JANUARY -  AUGUST 21, 2022 
YTD SS Attendance AVG  18 

YTD Worship Attendance AVG     61 

YTD Budget Offering       $  127,614.16 

YTD AVG Weekly Offering       $   3,753.36 

Needed each week to make budget        $   5,105.07 

GLEANING 

AUGUST:  55         Year-to-date:   1113 

Non-perishable food items donated to Fairgrove Family 

Resource Center 

Have you… 

...moved?  ...changed your email address? 

...changed your phone number? 

Or, would you like to be added to our email list to receive the 

weekly announcement email? 

If so, please call us or send us an email with your updated 

information! 

Phone:  (336) 475-2598 

Office Email:  fgumc@northstate.net 

Pastor Thomas Jolly Email:  tjolly@wnccumc.net 
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