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Good News from the Pastor’s Desk 
 

                     Peace to You 
 

As we make our way through the season of Advent in preparation for the  
Gift of the Christ child on Christmas day, let us take the time to really  
prepare our hearts to receive the blessing that this season brings.  It is  
so easy to get caught up in the busy-ness of this time that we may forget 
the joy and peace that the angels proclaimed to the shepherds in that 
field outside of Bethlehem,  
 

 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

 

Chuck and I wish for each of you all the best this season with good tidings of great joy.  May your home be 
filled with the sounds of music and laughter as you celebrate this wonderful season.  May the Christ child be 
at the center of your celebration and may your family know the blessings of God this Christmas.  

 

           In Christ, 
           Sandra and Chuck Ireson 

November 15, 2009 began a beautiful ministry led by Ashley Perdue as music 
director for FGUMC.  What was intended to be an interim became eleven years 
of blessing to the church.  Glenda Gale Crenshaw (Sister) was the organist 
when Ashley began.  These two ladies led the choir with sound and music that 

brought worship to a heightened level.  Keeping to their promise to stay for 10 years as music director and  
musician, these two ladies brought much joy to the musical program and members of Fair Grove UMC. 
 

Ashley described the sounds of music performed by the choir as “worship-filled.”  That certainly rang true to 
the flute, guitar, rhythm instruments, violin, trumpet, and all other musical instruments played.  The amount of 
time dedicated to Christmas cantatas for both youth and adults will be remembered for decades to come. 
   

Because the number “11” is a meaningful and significant number to Ashley, this year seemed the appropriate 
time to take her retirement from being the music director at FGUMC.  Her last Sunday serving as choir director 
was November 15, 2020, eleven years to the day she began. 
 

The SPRC, choir and all members of Fair Grove UMC wish Ashley a blessed retirement.  We want to thank Ash-
ley for the dedicated years of service in supporting the church and community.  May God continue to bless her 
as she takes time to hear the echoes of the memories shared with the choir. 



FGUMC 2020   -   N.O.W. Backpack   -   Mission Opportunity 

o   I would like to sponsor a child and donate $220 at this time. 
 

o   I would like to sponsor a child with a pledge to give the $220 total by Dec. 2020. 
 

o   I would like to give a general donation in the following amount to help:  _____________ 
 

Is this Nutrition on Weekends Backpack given in honor or memory of someone? 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Your Name, S.S. Class, or Group _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Make check payable to Fair Grove UMC.  On the memo line, write BACKPACK. 
Please include this form with your gift or pledge. 

At Fair Grove, we are blessed to be able to reach out to those in need and hunger.  
Through the end of the year, we will give to the InAsMuch Club, glean (financially and 
with non-perishables) and open our hearts to children.  Let’s fill the altar in a big way 
December 20th to feed the hungry! 
 

This year, since there was an excess of Christmas Shoeboxes for Armenian children 
from our conference, we provided financial help for Project AGAPE for that same war torn area, a total of $885.   

44 Fair Grove Elementary School children will not go hungry on the weekends this school year.  Prayerfully, the 
Missions committee hopes the other 6 targeted children will be provided for by year end.  

 

“Gifts from the Heart,” our current project will provide greatly needed items, like clothing, 
coats, and shoes for children in need, as well as a few toys.  Thanks to those of you who are 
providing for children for Christmas!  If you’d like to “shop” yourself, Janice 
(rgriffin15@triad.rr.com) will email you a shopping list or see you at church.  If your gift will 
be monetary, any amount toward the $100 total is SO appreciated!  

  

I would like to sponsor _______child/children at a cost of $100 per child or give a donation toward the purchase of a 
child’s gifts in the following amount. _________ 
 

Is this gift in honor or memory of someone?  _____________________________________________ 
 

Your name:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Make check payable to FGUMC (“Gifts from the Heart” on memo line) Monetary donations are needed as soon as 
possible (to give shoppers time to prepare) before the end of December. 
******************************************************************************************************************  

The Nutrition On Weekend Backpack campaign continues.  We are six backpacks away from feeding 50.   A gift 
of $6 feeds one child, one weekend!  Many thanks to those who have given toward this worthy cause to feed 
children in the Fair Grove area.   (See form below for complete details.) 

 

United Methodist Women 
Due to the pandemic, our United Methodist Women will not be having their December general meeting.  
We will be holding a hands on mission project for the month of December to support members in our communi-
ty that need some extra help.  You can do this by: 
 

1.  Donating a $5-$10 gift card from a local restaurant or grocery store to be given to community members that 
are in need of help. 
 

2. Bring extra canned/non-perishable foods for the Fair Grove Resource Center 
 

There will be boxes in the foyer for our UMW members to place these donations. 

Merry Christmas!  
“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” Luke 2:10 

 Fairgrove Family Resource Center provides nutritious food for children to take home 
in a backpack over the weekends to four area schools, including Fair Grove Elementary. 
 

 Our own church has sought to alleviate hunger through this program, providing back-
packs for years, meeting the need of every single targeted child at Fair Grove School. We 
prayerfully hope to meet and exceed that goal. 
 

 $220 will feed a child every weekend for the entire school year.   
      

Any dollar amount is appreciated! 
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Miles, grandson of Sue Senter’s friend  
Leslie Rierson 
Kendall Conner 
Kay Jenkins 
Lisa Foster, Patricia Kennedy’s sister 
Scarlett Merand, age 2 
Roger Burkhart 

Steve Cline 
John Agee 
Mitchell Webb 
Chea-Brendle baby girl 
Jane Paratore family 
5 mo Baby Charlie Miles’ family 
Sydney Evans 
Chuck Ireson 
Chad Dorrill family 
Rev. Greg Collins family 
Jill Turner 
Reverend Jim Carter 
Smithers family 
Chip Osborne 
Evelyn Parks, 1 year old 
Riley Honeycutt, 10 year old girl 
Tom Scott (and wife/caregiver Lynette) 
3 year old Lynix Nichols and family  
Our homeless friend and neighbor Jimmy  
Rev. Michael Bailey, Yadkin Valley D.S.  
Regan Sink/ SMA patients  

Barney Hill 
Mark Coman 
Sonny Russell  
Susan Jester 
Jean Widder 
Bob Williams 
Steve Swaney 
Darlene Mercer 
Donna Miller 
Dot Russell 
Debbie Mayer-Matthews 
Teresa Rhodes 
Sue Barringer 
Jo Citrin 
Fidel Goodnight 
Gail Mitchell 
Joe Bales III 
Bill Barker 
Teresa Miller 
Lawrence Russell 
Roger Reece 
Lucero Prieto  

  2  Jodi Perry 
  3  Joan Everhart 
  3  Eddie Jones 
  3  Sydney Jones 
  4  Margaret Snider 
  7  Sallie Hepler 
  8  Kim Johnson 
  8  Patricia Baker 
12  Mary Suggs 
12  Rie Taylor 
13  Matthew Snider 
14  David Smith 
15  Betty Easley 
16  Kelby Lomax 
17  Ethan Fry 
17  Keith Overcash 
19  Natalie Nameth 
21  Jo Swaim 
21  Amanda Johnson 
24  Christopher Craver 
24  David Workman 
24  Roxanna Worley  
26  Phillip Wood 
28  Christian Key 
28  Kyle Workman 
29  Noah Fritts 

Help Support Our Veterans Christmas 2020 
 

Veteran Services is sponsoring a Christmas 2020 gift drive for veterans at the NC State Veterans 
Home in Salisbury, North Carolina.   
 

Donations of the items listed below will be accepted at the Davidson County Veteran Service Office, 
913 Greensboro Street, Suite 101, in Lexington from now through Wednesday,  
December 16.    
 

Items needed: Hand Sanitizer (bulk and personal sized), Name Brand Disposable  
Razors, Electric  Razors, Kleenex, Shampoo and Body Wash, Paint by Number, Velvet Art Poster 
Boards (for coloring), Adult Coloring Books, Crossword Puzzle Books (extra large print), and Wallets 
(men’s). **All personal hygiene items (with the exception of hand sanitizer) should be alcohol free.**   

 

For more information, please contact the Davidson County Veteran Service Office at 336-242-2037.  

"This is the confidence we have 

in approaching God: that if we 

ask anything according to His 

will, He hears us.”  

1 John 5:14  

  1  Mark & Marian Workman 
10  Darrell & Patricia Kennedy 
14  Jared & Carolyn Fritts 
15  Arnold & Shirley Fuller 
27  Richard & Janice Griffin 

29  Darren Workman 
29  Michael Inscoe, Jr. 
30  Craig Gallimore 
30  Eric Callicutt 
31  Holly Thomas 
31  Jeffery Blair 
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Fair Grove United Methodist Church 

138 Fairgrove Church Road, Thomasville, NC 27360 

www.fairgrovechurch.org 

Phone:  (336) 475-2598 Email:  fgumc@northstate.net 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:00am—1:00pm 

You! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR PERIOD JANUARY 1 - NOVEMBER 15, 2020 
YTD SS Attendance AVG     25 

YTD Worship Attendance AVG                  83 

YTD Budget Offering   $201,417.30 

YTD AVG Weekly Offering  $    4,378.64 

 

Needed each week to make budget $    5,692.21 

 

 

GLEANING  
 

November:             Year-to-date:    1565 
 

Non-perishable food items donated to Fairgrove Family  

Resource Center 

 

Have you… 
 

...moved?  ...changed your email address? 
 

...changed your phone number? 
 

Or, would you like to be added to our email list to receive the 

weekly announcement email? 
 

If so, please call us or send us an email with your updated  

information! 
 

Phone:  (336) 475-2598 

Office Email:  fgumc@northstate.net 

Pastor Sandra Ireson Email:  fgumcpastor@gmail.com   
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