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Good News from the Pastor’s Desk  

 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
 

Well it has finally arrived - my last newsletter article!  It has been a blessing and a pleasure to serve as your pas-
tor for the past three years.  I am passing on the role of pastor to Rev. Sandra Ireson on July 1 and pray God’s 
abundant blessing on Fair Grove UMC and Rev. Ireson as you continue to serve God together.  
 

I want to take time in this last article to say that I am very thankful and blessed by my time as pastor of this con-
gregation. I thank each of you for your love and support and for our ministry together over the last three years. 
We have laughed, cried, prayed, sung, served, learned and worshipped together inside, outside and online!  
 

We are moving out of the parsonage the week of June 8 and I am taking my final weeks of vacation for this year, 
so June 14 will be my last Sunday at Fair Grove.  Again I have thoroughly enjoyed and been blessed by our time 
together and look forward to hearing good things from Fair Grove Church.  
 

Four years ago, Margaret and I purchased her family home in Danville, with plans to retire there. Please pray for 
us as we make this transition. Our address is 1908 Westover Dr., Danville, Va. 24541.  

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you  
and give you peace. 
 

God’s Love and Blessing, 

Nathan 

 

Fair Grove would like to recognize our high school and college graduates.  Graduation Sunday will be held later. 

High School Graduates: 

Fara Austin graduated from GTCC Middle College High School with her associate degree in art and high school di-
ploma. She was an ambassador, which meant working events like open houses, parent teacher meetings, talent shows, 
award days and giving tours to potential students. She plans on working this year and will apply to the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro and other colleges to study art and psychology.  Fara would like to obtain an art degree 
and then become a licensed therapist.  Her dream is to have a practice combining art and music therapy.   

Emily Barringer graduated from Randolph Early College High School with her associate degree in science and high 
school diploma.  She was a member of the Beta Club and volunteered at Fairgrove Family Resource Center.  She 
worked at Food Lion for two years and has enlisted in the US Army with hopes of becoming a Behavioral Health Spe-
cialist.  Emily will be leaving on May 25. 

graduation article continued on next page… 



graduation article continued… 
 

Jason Craven graduated from East Davidson. He will be graduating with honors. He plans to attend Davidson County 
Community College in the fall to pursue an associate degree in Criminal Justice. After this, he will begin his Basic Law 
Enforcement Training at DCCC. He looks forward to becoming a future law enforcement officer. Jason is going to fol-
low in the steps of his big brother, who is an officer with the Lexington Police Department. 

Mackenzie Gallimore graduated from High Point Christian Academy.  She was a member of the National Beta Club, 
a member of Bella Voće, a women’s choral group, and the varsity volleyball team. As a JV player, she received the 
best defensive player award.  She also received the outstanding soprano award for three years in Bella Voće, and the 
national female singer award and Director’s award in choir.  Mackenzie will be attending the University of North Caro-
lina at Greensboro to study nursing. 

Jordan Jones graduated from East Davidson High School.  He has a 3.60 GPA and has been on the A/B honor roll.  
He plans to attend Davidson County Community College with the possibility to transfer.  Jordan plans to study physi-
cal therapy. 

Abbey Parrish graduated from Wheatmore High School.  She will graduate Magna Cum Laude with a 4.21 GPA.  She 
was a member of the National Beta Club, the National Technical Honor Society, a four-year member of the Health Oc-
cupations Students of America (HOSA), and a member of the Spirit Club.  

During her senior year she was awarded the STAR3 Student Award by the Randolph County Board of Education and 
was awarded the Senior of Valor Award given to just 5 females and 5 males in the Senior Class of 2020. Abbey also 
took many college courses during the school year and two summers and as of May 2020, has earned 30 college credit 
hours.  While at WHS, Abbey participated and excelled in athletics.  She played softball and volleyball all four years, 
earning numerous All-Conference, All-County, and All-State player awards. She swam competitively for Wheatmore 
during her freshman and sophomore year and enjoyed playing basketball as a senior this year. She was voted Most 
Athletic Female for the Class of 2020.  One of her proudest volunteer opportunities was being nominated to be a Junior 
Dream Team member for the Dream on 3 nonprofit organization for her friend Caleb Hill. Dream on 3 raised $14,000 
this year toward his dream of meeting Tim Tebow. She also volunteered at the Randolph County Special Olympics, 
Pink Cares Piedmont, and Fairgrove Family Resource Center. Abbey is a certified lifeguard and is certified in First 
Aid/CPR/AED by the American Red Cross. Last summer she worked at Colonial Country Club. 

This fall Abbey will be attending the University of North Carolina at Wilmington with an intended major in nursing.  
She was recently accepted as one of 25 incoming freshmen into the RISE (Reaching and Inspiring Student Excellence) 
Program where they seek to inspire emerging leaders through active campus involvement and community engagement.  

College graduates: 

Andy Craven graduated from Davidson County Community College in December 2019 with his Basic Law Enforce-
ment Training Course. He passed his state exam in November.  He began working for Lexington Police Department in 
January.  He was officially sworn in as an officer on February 6 and received his badge.  Andy enjoys serving as an 
officer.  

J. Mitchell Thomas graduated from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Computer Information Systems.  He is working for Food Lion as an office/manager assistant while seeking em-
ployment in his field. 

Fair Grove congratulates all of you for your accomplishments and wishes each of you the best as you continue your 
education or enter the workplace.  The church family will pray for each of you as you begin new chapters in your lives.  

Marvine Myers 

Jesse Saunders  
Jean Widder  
Michael Emerick  
Kelly Aderhold’s son Za  
Janie Manuel’s family  
David Poff family   
Alan Dorsett   
Steve Swaney 
Sharon Gunderson 
Roger Burkhart  

Bill Barker 
Tom & Lynette Jones Scott   
Teresa Miller 
Miles 
Lawrence Russell   
Roger Reece 
Leslie Rierson 
Kendall Conner 
Lucero Prieto   
Regan Sink/ SMA patients   
Kay Jenkins   
Lisa Foster 
Scarlett Merand, age 2   

Weeks family 
Darlene Mercer   
Donna Miller   
Dot Russell  
Debbie Mayer-Matthews   
Teresa Rhodes  
Jan Boles   
Jimmy, homeless neighbor/friend   
Sue Barringer   
Misti Keatts & daughter Shyanne   
Gary Kennedy 
Bill Walker 
Gage Gailey 

Kingston Craven 
Janet Burkhart   
Edna Coman  
Helen Bowen 
Helen Bowen 
Jeremiah, age 2  
Rev. Michael Bailey 
Jo Citrin 
Fidel Godnight 
Gail Mitchell 
Rev. John Bonebreak 
Joe Bales III 
Addison Hiatt  



           Fair Grove Kingdom Kids - June 
 

Our outdoor Preschool Graduation had to be rescheduled because of rain.  The new date will be June 11th at 
10am.  This ceremony will still be outdoors and limited to 2 guests per graduate.  All will bring their own chair 
and will be encouraged to sit at a safe distance from everyone. 
 

This is a huge milestone that we have all worked hard to achieve and want to provide these families with this 
successful farewell before their children enter Kindergarten.  These parents have worked along side our teach-
ing staff to provide the best learning environment and opportunities for their children.  It has been a blessing to 
have the supportive parents that we have to cheer us own each day.  Please be in prayer for these families and 
their children as they leave us and join a new school family. 
 

Summer Plans: 
Summer Camp  and Summer Preschool are going on as planned with a little more strategic planning on Field 
Trips, as most places are either not open or not taking more than groups of 10.  We have lots of Arts/Crafts 
planned and many games to keep us busy in the meantime.   If anyone has a talent or skill they could share with 
the group that would be very helpful.  The children would love to learn new things and could someday teach 
someone else.  Please call the Kingdom Kids phone at (336)475-3464 if you would like to share something with 
the children and we will get it scheduled.  It would be amazing for the children to get to know some of the 
church members and learn something they may have never gotten the opportunity to learn. 
 

Summer Preschool will be on June 22nd.  This program brings many new families that stay with us for many 
years so please be in prayer for these families as well as all the staff as we welcome all of these new people to 
Kingdom Kids.  
 

Upcoming Events: 
-Elizabeth’s Night -Tuesday, June 16th.  This is a great way to raise money to help with the extra expenses asso-
ciated with the closing and needed cleaning materials during this time.  
Please encourage everyone you know to visit or order from there after 4pm and let them know they are from 
Kingdom Kids.   Elizabeth’s is offering carry out and deliver during this time! 
 

Thank you to everyone that has gone or is going to Elizabeth’s during these fundraiser events.  This  
Helps us buy new toys and things for the classrooms. 
 
Prayers and love! 
FGKK Staff 

  2  James Lomax 

  5  Susan McCurry   

  5  Gary Trotter 

  6  Jerry Lee 

  9  Christy Swaim 

10  Tim Fuller 

13  Rick Moser 

13  Kristi Nameth 

14  Dale Everhart 

14  Gene McCurry 

14  Lauren Overcash 

15  Evelyn Gallimore 

18  John Perry 

19  Caleb Everhart 

19  Jacob Gilbert 

20  Lucas Mayer 

21  Pete Davis 

23  Dakota Johnson 

24  John Everhart 

24  Carrie Ann Fulbright 

24  Chuck Rivers 

24  Diane Overcash 

25  Rickey Wray 

26  Stanley Frazier 

26  Stephen Sink 

27  Steve Cline 

28  Ron Moore 

  6  Brian & Sara Barringer  
12  Mike & Wanda Faircloth 

14  Ron & Janet Boles 

16  Jesse & Tamara Gilbert 

18  Jack & Betty Callicutt 

19  Eric & Kim Johnson 

19  David & Linda Lambeth 

20  Steve & Betty Easley 

25  Michael & Toni Jones 
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RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Fair Grove United Methodist Church 

138 Fairgrove Church Road, Thomasville, NC 27360 

www.fairgrovechurch.org 

Phone:  (336) 475-2598 Email:  fgumc@northstate.net 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:00am—1:00pm 

You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR PERIOD JANUARY 1 - MAY 31 2020 
YTD SS Attendance AVG     25 

YTD Worship Attendance AVG                  83 

YTD Budget Offering   $  85,441.05 

YTD AVG Weekly Offering  $    5,696.07 

 

Needed each week to make budget $    5,692.21 

 

 

GLEANING  
 

May:      0            Year-to-date:     1919 
 

Non-perishable food items donated to Fairgrove Family  

Resource Center 

 

Have you… 
 

...moved?  ...changed your email address? 
 

...changed your phone number? 
 

Or, would you like to be added to our email list to receive the 

weekly announcement email? 
 

If so, please call us or send us an email with your updated  

information! 
 

Phone:  (336) 475-2598 

Email:  fgumc@northstate.net 
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